CRITICISM   AS   PURE   SPECULATION

with the most fundamental laws of this world's struc-
ture. They will be profoundly ontological, though I do
not mean that they must be ontological in some recon-
dite sense; ontological in such a homely and compelling
sense that perhaps a child might intuit the principles
which the critic will arrive at analytically, and with
much labor.

I must stop at this point, since I am desired not so
much to anticipate the critic as to present him. In
conclusion I will remark that the critic will doubtless
work empirically, and set up his philosophy only as the
drift of his findings will compel him. But ultimately
he will be compelled. He will have to subscribe to an
ontology. If he is a sound critic his ontology will be that
of his poets; and what is that? I suggest that the poetic
world-view is Aristotelian and "realistic" rather than
Platonic and "idealistic/' He cannot follow the poets
and still conceive himself as inhabiting the rational
or "tidy" universe that is supposed by the scientists.